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Abstract
This paper is intended to highlight the achievements of the Spanish feminist movement in reporting and making more prominent 
what is today seen as male violence against women in general and within the couple in particular.  This is because private contexts 
are where the greatest number of abuses are committed against women. Moreover, they have been legitimized and supported by a 
patriarchal order, in which the historically unequal power relationships between women and men have governed our entire socio-
cultural, economic and political system. 
As an example of this struggle, it is the aim here to make known the experiences undergone by the Simone de Beauvoir Association 
of Leon, a grouping of feminist women which first took shape in 1987, when it started running a refuge or home for abused women.  
Despite all the problems it has faced, it continues to operate to this day, and even has expanded to operating a further two centres, 
a Day Centre for women victims of gender-based violence and a Day Centre for minors.  These have allowed it to adapt to the 
realities and needs of women and their dependent children and to intervene from a gender-based perspective.  This sees every 
woman as unique, and her own capacities as key resources, which, when combined with those put at her disposal by the current 
system, may permit her to break out of the cycle of violence, recover and start a new, free and dignified life.
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1. Introduction
Male violence against women is seen today as a grave social problem, as it involves a failure to respect the 
fundamental human rights of half of the population.  To eradicate it there is a need to de-legitimize the current 
patriarchal order, based on power relationships between women and men that have historically been unequal.  These 
relationships between the sexes affect women and men differently, so that they participate in differing ways in the 
economic, social and political processes that shape their lives, women being the group at greater risk of social 
exclusion. 
In Spain, from a legislative point of view when mention is made of such gender-based violence it refers to violent 
treatment suffered by women at the hands of their partners or ex-partners, as noted by Article 1 of Organic Law 1/2004, 
of 28 December 2004 on comprehensive protection measures against gender-based violence.  This makes mention of 
all acts of physical and psychological violence, including attacks on sexual freedom, threats, coercion or arbitrary 
deprivation of freedom that might imply a manifestation of the discrimination, situation of inequality and power 
relationships of men over women.  In particular, it picks out those that are imposed on women by men who are or have 
been their spouses, or are or have been linked to them by similar emotional relations, even if they have not lived 
together.  Male violence suffered within a couple is the type that will be discussed here, but not to the exclusion of the 
reality that women also suffer by reason of their sex in other contexts and environments.
SOCIAL EXCLUSION.  The European Union has defined the concept of social exclusion as the multidimensional 
character of mechanisms through which individuals and groups are denied access to participation in the exchanges, 
practices and social rights that are essential for social integration and hence for their identity.  The Commission of the 
European Communities adds that poverty is one of the more obvious factors, but social exclusion also refers to the 
infringement of rights to housing, education, health and access to services.  It affects individuals and groups, especially 
in urban and rural areas, and those who are in some way subject to discrimination or segregation.  It highlights the 
weakness of the social infrastructure and the risk of allowing a society with two classes of citizen to become established 
by default (Commission of the European Communities, 1993).
It may be concluded that social exclusion refers to a lack of social participation, to a relative phenomenon, a 
dynamic and multidimensional process, together with situations of social disadvantage due to structural causes.  There 
is a general consensus that not every individual is equally vulnerable to processes of impoverishment and social 
exclusion.   Situations like unemployment, casual work, disadvantages in access to housing, education, or health 
services do not affect all the population equally.  This is because there are certain social groups that are particularly 
vulnerable to processes of social exclusion, such as the young, the disabled, immigrants, those who belong to ethnic 
minorities, or those aged over 45.  In all these social groups, inequality is heightened on the basis of sex, so that it is 
not correct to speak of social exclusion as uniform.  This is due to the fact that relationships between the sexes affect 
in differing ways the manner in which men and women participate in the economic, social and political processes that 
shape their lives (Gabàs I Gasa, 2003).
2. The feminist movement and gender-based violence
Male violence against women within couples, or gender-based violence, has been denounced by the feminist 
movement since the eighteenth century down to the present day.  This is because it is in the private context that there 
has been greatest amount of abuse directed against women by men, especially by husbands and fathers, who have 
been socially, and even legally, permitted to do so.  The use of violence has been considered a normal and natural 
right of males, forming part of private life, and thus something in which outsiders should not interfere.  This has led 
to a brushing of this serious problem under the carpet for an extensive period of time.
It was noted by Nuria Varela that feminism is absolutely committed to the eradication of violence.  Denunciation 
of violence within marriages was already included in the lists of complaints presented during the French Revolution.  
It was condemned by the suffragettes and by theoreticians like John Stuart Mill.  It was brought to the forefront when 
radical feminists in America adopted the slogan that “the personal is political” and defined the building of gender and 
the concept of patriarchal society.  Feminism has never resigned itself when confronted with violence and in recent 
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decades has intensified its work to debilitate its mechanisms, develop prevention against it, protect its victims and 
create societies at peace with themselves (Varela, 2008). 
THE SITUATION IN SPAIN (Bosch and Ferrer, 2006): Denunciation, discussion, highlighting and awareness-
raising in respect of gender-based violence as a social problem have followed a different evolution in Spain from that 
in the majority of European countries, as has been the case for many other issues.  The strong Roman Catholic tradition 
and the forty years of dictatorship under Franco led to a serious reverse in the situation of women.  The Constitution 
and reformed civil laws passed during the Second Republic of 1931 to 1936 were abolished, with a return to the 
Napoleonic-style Law Code of 1889.  This meant an end to civil marriage, divorce, the use of contraceptives and 
abortion.  Women were deemed creatures with no ability to act for themselves or legal capacities when they married, 
their husbands being taken to be their legal representatives, while they were relegated to the roles of obedient, passive, 
self-sacrificing wives and mothers, concentrating on private life and kept out of public affairs. 
It was in the 1960s when the Spanish feminist movement began to coalesce, initially concentrating virtually 
exclusively on restoring the lost civil rights and bringing about the end of the dictatorship.  At the beginning of the 
political transition to democracy, the demands put forward by women’s groups focused on the right to decide about 
their own lives and bodies, pressing for the legalization of contraceptives, divorce and abortion.  It should not be 
forgotten that the Spanish Constitution that was approved in 1978 enshrined the principle of equality before the law 
without discrimination on grounds of sex, which permitted later legislative developments.
In the 1980s feminist groups appeared that specialized on particular topics, especially the issue being considered 
here, in the shape of groups for fighting gender-based violence or groups denouncing rape.  There was also academic 
feminism in universities and institutional or State feminism, which began its operations with the creation of the 
Spanish National Institute for Women in 1983.  This was a crucial turning point for the struggles of women in general, 
and the fight against violence in particular, acting as a starting point for public policy on gender-based matters in 
Spain and a link with international lines of action in matters relating to women’s rights.
The tireless work and effort of feminist movements, International Conferences, institutional feminism, the 
innumerable women who became agents of feminism in the work place, and, finally, some of the mass media have 
led us to the current way of thinking about gender-based violence (De Miguel, 2005). This has brought greater 
sensitivity on the part of Spanish society, greater response by institutions and major legal reforms, re-conceptualizing 
gender-based violence as a serious social problem founded on unequal social relationships between women and men, 
legitimized by a patriarchal structure, in which violence is the main weapon.
3. The case of the Simone de Beauvoir association of León
3.1. The beginnings. 
The Simone de Beauvoir Association of Leon emerged in the City of Leon in the year 1987, within the Flora Tristán 
Feminist Association of Leon.  This is an organization whose free legal advice service detected a large number of 
women victims of abuse who did not dare to report it, or who would have had nowhere to go, even if they did report 
it. 
At that time, according to the commission for investigating abuse of women, only 10% of the cases of abuse 
occurring became publicly known.  In the society of those days, abuse was something invisible and absolutely private, 
and the availability of resources for these women was virtually nil.  It was at this precise historical, social and political 
juncture that the Simone de Beauvoir Association of Leon began its operations by setting up a refuge or shelter for 
abused women in the City of Leon in 1987.  The aim was to offer a space for comprehensive integrated protection and 
recovery for women victims of gender-based violence and their dependent children. 
After reflexion and debates both within the Simone de Beauvoir Association of Leon and in the Flora Tristán 
Feminist Association of Leon, a facility was designed whose interventions with women would involve a treatment 
clearly shaped for their sex.  A legal advisory service was available to undertake criminal and civil actions of all sorts.  
These professional interventions were aimed fundamentally at showing up mistreatment as being set in a patriarchal 
context.  They were intended to remove blame from women, making them the protagonists in their own lives, and 
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seeking to provide the tools, and the social and personal abilities that would permit them and their children to begin a 
new life away from male violence. 
3.2. Legal framework. 
The shelter or refuge was necessarily envisaged as a resource that had to fall within the existing framework of laws.  
At the time it was set up, the only legislation in force was a rudimentary Statute of Autonomy for Castile and Leon, 
passed in 1983, and Law 7/1985, of 2 April 1985, governing the basis for local regulations.  In 1988 a new Law on 
social actions and services was passed in Castile and Leon, a law which went rather further than had been expected, 
effectively creating a whole system of social services for the autonomous community.  This was perhaps something 
that at the time to some extent escaped the attention of the general public, but it constituted the pillar upon which the 
whole system of social welfare in the region would be based, and would not be modified until 2010.
With regard to women in Spain in general, several pieces of landmark legislation should be highlighted.  The first 
was the divorce law passed in 1981, a magnificent piece of legislation that gave women the freedom to change a 
destiny that had previously been inescapable in forcing their submission to patriarchal structures.  In 1985 a further 
law was approved that once again broke free from the inward-looking ideology that had formerly prevailed.  This was 
the law on abortion, although its restriction to just three grounds for intervention somewhat trammelled the ideas that 
feminism had about the capacity of women to choose what to do with their own wombs.  It was not until 2010 that it 
was reformed to permit abortion freely within the early stages of pregnancy, limited only by a time deadline.  It is 
ironic to think that in an advanced western society like Spain, where an amazing technological future is in store, in 
which a startling extension of life expectancy has been achieved thanks to science, women may shortly have to revert 
to virtually cave-dweller conditions in this area because of proposed legislation that reflects the one-track minds, and 
the perverse and backward-looking ideology, of regressive and domineering politicians.
To continue with the history of women in Spain, the next stage was the updating of the Criminal Law Code in 
1989, ten years after the approval of the Constitution.  This regulated for the first time the penalties for certain violent 
behaviours against women within couples.  In Article 425, it classified as a crime the situation in which a person 
habitually, for whatever reason, used physical violence against a spouse or anybody else linked by an analogous 
emotional relationship, as also against children in their charge, wards, minors or disabled people in their care whether 
de jure or de facto.  The penalty was established as prison.  Modifications to the Criminal Law Code in 1995 increased 
the penalties for the crime of mistreatment and equated emotional relationships to marriage, as long as they fulfilled 
a requirement of stability. 
These same laws also covered another topic that preoccupies the feminist movement with regard to violence against 
women, crimes against sexual freedom.  The successive reforms of the Criminal Law Code in 1989 and particularly 
in 1995 were the first Spanish legal texts stressing not a victim’s behaviour, but rather the way in which victims are 
forced against their will, as the real crime.  This made a clear change in the burden of moral responsibility in such an 
offence (Lamarca Pérez, 1996). Patriarchal views had previously pervaded the legislative framework, so that a woman 
who had suffered one of the worst aggressions possible was seen as at fault.  There had even been exemplary sentences 
laying down how women should or should not dress in order not supposedly to “invite” sexual aggression.
Approval of Spanish Organic Law 14/1999, of 9 June 1999, which modified the Criminal Law Code and Law on 
Criminal Trials, brought a further step forward in heightening awareness of domestic violence against women.  This 
was because it adjusted Article 153 to include habitual mental abuse within the couple, and extended it to cover cases 
occurring after the break-down when relationships had ceased to exist.
In 2003 a Law was passed to regulate orders for the protection of victims of domestic violence.  This was an 
important step in the fight against violence, as it included a specific protection instrument and required co-ordination 
of all the agents involved in eradicating it, as well as society in general.  In its preamble explaining the reasons for the 
law it distinguished gender-based violence within emotional relationships from other types of violence within the 
family.
At that time, women’s associations were demanding that gender-based violence should be handled as an affair of 
State.  They were asking for a comprehensive law and budget provisions and decrying the fact that national action 
plans against this blot on the social landscape remained no more than declarations of good intent (Alberdi & Matas, 
2002). The culmination of the active non-violent struggle by women’s organizations came with the passing of Spanish 
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Organic Law 1/2004, of 28 December 2004, on comprehensive protection measures against gender-based violence.  
This was a landmark, not just for Spain, but for Europe, drawn up with considerable input from women’s organizations 
and feminist academics.  This law implied a major advance in the fight against this social plague, a change in the way 
gender-based violence was approached.  It took an integrated multidisciplinary approach, and removed gender-based 
violence from the domestic sphere, recognizing that it was rooted in a patriarchal system of unequal relationships 
between women and men.  It saw it as a structural and political problem which infringes basic rights, thus demanding 
firm commitment by all public authorities and the population as a whole. 
Another important piece of legislation in defending and making more visible the rights of women was Spanish 
Organic Law 3/2007, of 22 March 2007, on effective equality between women and men.  This had as its object truly 
effective implementation of the right to equality of treatment and opportunities for women and men.  It did so by 
eliminating discrimination against woman, whatever their circumstances or rank, in all areas of life.  It applied 
particularly to political, civil, labour, economic, social and cultural spheres, and was binding on public authorities, 
fleshing out Articles 9.2 and 14 of the Spanish Constitution.
All this complex of legislation was preceded or backed up by European laws and declarations by world 
organizations.  Although the advances achieved are unquestionable, women’s groups continue to believe that 
resistance is so great and that the obstacles put in place by patriarchs are so long-lasting that every step forward is 
accompanied by a feeling that steps backward could come at any time, reaction lying in wait round every corner.
3.3. Reception centre for victims of gender-based violence, social abandonment, or both
The shelter or refuge that serves as a Reception Centre was opened in 1987 with three places for women with their 
children.  At first it had a half-time director and a lawyer to handle civil and criminal proceedings.  After negotiations 
with the authorities, the staff grew slowly, eventually comprising a social worker appointed by the Leon Provincial 
Council.  In 1999 the  facility was expanded after approval of a project submitted to what was then the Ministry of 
Labour and Social Affairs, and at the present day it has between fifteen and seventeen places, with each family unit 
having its own independent room and with a number of shared facilities also available.
The working team of the Reception Centre is now made up of the director, a lawyer, a social worker, an 
administrative secretary who is also an equality officer, and a maintenance officer who is also an educator.  All the 
staff are specialists in violence against women and highly aware of this problem.  The concentrate their efforts on 
gender-based lines, taking account of a number of criteria.  One is radical nature, as the main roots of gender-based 
violence are seen as unequal power relationships between women and men, sustained by a patriarchal order that still 
dominates the political and socio-economic system.  Another is diversity, keeping in mind that women differ in their 
perception and experience of inequalities, their personal stories, their abilities, capacities and needs, as also in the 
ways they seek solutions for problems.  A third is empowerment, as women themselves must be seen as the 
protagonists and at the core of the changes affecting them, so that it is necessary to encourage their autonomy and aid 
their participation and freedom in processes arising in the making of decisions.  Finally there is comprehensiveness, 
since interventions and professional support should be directed towards all the different spheres that make up women’s 
lives, as inequality can show up and affect every one of them  (Fundación Peñascal and Federación Sartu, 2010). 
The working team can also call on the support of psychologists under an agreement with the Regional Government 
of Castile and Leon and the professional association of psychologists of Leon.  It is also provided with technical help 
by staff from the network of assistance for women victims of gender-based violence of the Regional Government of 
Castile and Leon. 
Interventions undertaken by the Reception Centre have a length which varies case by case, as it is the women 
affected who set their pace.  The periods for which they stay in the Centre have tended to lengthen in recent years, 
coinciding with the poor economic situation in Spain and the resultant difficulty of breaking into the work market. 
Any individual intervention project will be comprehensive in nature, and will concentrate on certain areas for 
action.  This involve covering basic needs (accommodation and maintenance), supporting social interventions, social 
and health assistance, aid in mother and child relationships, legal advice and counselling, individual and group 
psychological support, guidance on work, training and job seeking, protection and safety in co-ordination with State 
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Security Forces.  There is co-ordination with, and redirection to, other facilities, in accordance with the case, and 
continuous follow-up of all cases.
SOME FIGURES.  From 1987 to 1989, between 34 and 36 users per year were aided.  It should be remembered 
that in those years the refuge could handle only three families at a time, as its size was very limited.  The figure fell 
in the years 1990 and 1991 to barely more than half the previous number.  Thereafter, there was an increase in later 
years so that there were around 32 users a year.  In 1997, when the number of places available doubled thanks to the 
obtaining of more financing, the figure for clients attended also grew practically twofold, with 71 users in 1998.  These 
numbers gradually fell, especially after the Association joined the assistance network in 2000, owing to which there 
was a more equitable distribution of funding between women’s centres Province-wide.  In 2005, 25 people were aided, 
taking women and children together.  In the following years, figures have gone up and down from the 32 users attended 
in 2009, with a decline in 2011 and following years until the present, when there appears to be a strong and sustained 
up-turn in the number of cases.  This is because many women have been having resort to the Centre because of novel 
states of affairs in which abuse is mingled with a complex tangle of situations typical of social exclusion.  This is 
somewhat similar to the early years, for which there are no precise statistics, but according to records of work done 
were rather like this.
As for children, at the start virtually no women arrived without minors in their care, some families reaching as 
many as seven members.  Nowadays, however, the average is one or two children per woman, with a certain proportion 
of women having no children. 
This reception facility has always served to shelter women who have never had means, resources, training or strong 
social networks, but have been very afraid that they had no future.  They are thus women in a situation social exclusion, 
with the added problem of male violence, structural violence or economic violence that has forced them to leave their 
familiar surroundings.
To keep the Centre running on an acceptable basis has sometimes been very complicated and hand to mouth, since 
it has been at the mercy of the times, depending on varying sensitivities and attitudes.  For some years it has survived 
on private funding, since no administration has ever really accepted that the problem it addresses fell within its remit.  
This has not prevented the Association’s view of circumstances and the needs of women from leading it to seek 
formulas to set up other facilities that were felt necessary and were in some ways pioneering or even experimental.  
Thus, each of the facilities managed has several different sources of finance.
3.4. Day centre for women victims of gender-based violence
This facility was opened in 2001, initially on hand-to-mouth lines using the Association’s own funds and with 
considerable effort.  However, in 2002 it was fortunate enough to obtain a subsidy from the National Institute for 
Women to enable its further development.   This funding reached a peak in 2009 to 2010, but then began to be cut 
back, to such an extent that at present it future continuation is hanging by a thread.
The Day Centre is aimed to provide continuing integrated support that will contribute to the recovery of women 
who are suffering or have suffered violence at the hands of their partners or former partners, but who do not require 
admission to the Reception Centre.  Individualized interventions are undertaken for every woman using the centre, all 
of them being seen as unique, through an interdisciplinary team and by means of a social, legal, emotional, work and 
training response that includes reception, attention and follow-up adapted to the needs and availability of each woman. 
Women come to the Centre of their own accord, or thanks to action by a family member, friend or acquaintance.  
They may also be referred by another public or private institution, or as an outcome of activities for sensitizing and 
awareness-raising undertaken by the Association.
The Centre is available to women during the afternoons and evenings.  This is a novel feature, since, although 
various similar facilities have gradually been opened in Leon, they all operate mornings only. 
The working team in the Centre is made up of several professionals who specialize in dealing with violence against 
women, are sensitive towards this problem and focus their interventions on gender-based lines.  From the start, the 
Centre has had a social worker who handles induction and reception for the women and co-ordinates the facility, a 
psychologist who undertakes group therapy, to a greater or lesser extent, in accordance with funding available, and a 
lawyer who has always supported the facility, sometimes even on a totally voluntary basis. 
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Over the years the Centre has gradually modified its philosophy, becoming a focal point from which work is done 
to sensitize and raise awareness among the population in general on the topics of equality between women and men, 
and the prevention of gender-based violence.  Examples of these actions would be workshops in prisons or schools, 
or for Parents’ Associations, forums and debates, or training days.
There are also workshops and talks on various subjects of interest that are aimed at women using the Centre.  
Examples of the topics covered would include equality and the prevention de gender-based violence, communicative 
competences, educational skills, healthy life-style, labour rights, or sexuality.
SOME FIGURES.  The total number of women coming to this Day Centre has grown year by year.  The annual 
average over the period 2005 to 2013 was 136 women with their dependent children.  The socio-demographic 
characteristics of these women are very varied, a consequence of the all-pervading nature of gender-based violence.  
For instance, in respect of age, women of all ages, from 16 to 80, have been assisted.  The largest age group was those 
between 36 and 45 (29%), followed by those between 26 and 35 (25%).  The percentage of women in the youngest 
(16 to 25) or oldest (56 to 80) groups is around 8% of the total in each case.  As for their place of residence, most of 
them come from urban areas (69%), while the remainder are from the country.  With regard to nationality, in 
accordance with the make-up of the whole population resident in Spain, 79% of the women are Spanish, followed by 
Moroccans at 9%, and women from various Latin American countries, with a noticeable Colombian group (4%).  In 
respect of their marital status, the largest group among the women (35%) are married when coming to the Centre for 
the first time, and the next largest (22%) is the unmarried group.  By far the greatest number (85%) have children.  
The educational level of the women varies from those who never went to school (4%) all the way up to those with 
university degrees (13%), although the majority groups are those having completed compulsory schooling (30%) or 
those who have finished secondary education (24%).  As for their work status, most of the women are unemployed 
(54%), with a substantial group (41%) in employment.  The range of jobs is varied.  Most are domestic servants, care 
workers, or hotel and catering staff, groups with very little stability of employment or income, but there is a minority 
who work in fields as different as psychology, business management or teaching.
In respect of the topic of violence within couples, it is worth noting the average lengths of relationships; those of 
between 6 and 10 years represent 22%, followed by relationships lasting more than 20 years (21%).  However, in all 
these cases violence has been habitual, that it to say, they are relationships in which there have been a number of 
episodes of violence over their course, normally increasing in severity and frequency.  All the women have suffered 
psychological violence, even if they do not always identify it as such when first telling their story to a professional.  
In addition, 35% state they have also suffered physical violence, 3% sexual violence and 3% economic violence.  It 
seems probable that these percentages are no more than very approximate.  This is because it is possible to note the 
difficulty some women have in identifying certain types of violent acts within a couple, downplaying conduct like 
humiliation, scorn, threats, non-consensual sexual relations, shaking, pushing or deliberately damaging objects. 
As may be seen, most of the women in the population are simultaneously affected by several different factors other 
than gender-based violence that put them at risk of social exclusion.  These include: being unemployed or only in 
casual work, having limited incomes or little or no supportive social network, living in country areas, being over 45, 
or being immigrants.  To a lesser degree, and in decreasing order of occurrence, come women who are very young, 
disabled, from ethnic minorities, or more than one of these.
3.5. Day centre for minors
This facility was opened in April 2006 with a budget from what was then the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs.  
Its most fundamental objective was to make work compatible with family life for women being attended in the other 
facilities and those referred by other social services.  They fulfilled certain crucial requirements, which essentially 
were to be in a vulnerable situation, priority going to those women who had suffered gender-based violence. 
This Centre works with minors between two and twelve years of age, preventing violence and attending to 
situations of need that are detected.  The approach taken in interventions is holistic and is aimed to ensure the welfare 
of each of the children on a biological, but also a psychological plane, thanks to play, leisure and free time.  There is 
a classroom to enable support with schoolwork and an ecological garden that allows privileged interaction with the 
environment.
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Although the project was initially planned to be extensive and cover a wide timetable, because of the sparseness of 
financial resources available, it has had to be limited to afternoon and evening opening between 15.30 and 20.45 (3.30 
and 8.45 p.m.).  The staff available comprises two teaching assistants on half-day contracts, together with a co-
ordinator, although it is possible to call upon the assistance of the staff of the other centres.
4. Conclusions
Efforts to eradicate gender-based violence have come from various groups, foremost among which are the feminist 
movement, women victims themselves and various public authorities thanks to their laws or regulations.  They have 
proceeded slowly and with difficulty towards consolidation, although it must be recognized that major advances and 
achievements have been accomplished in this field.  It should be kept clearly in mind that such efforts always meet 
with resistance and obstacles linked to attempts to maintain the patriarchal order that dominates the political, economic 
and social system, this being an ideology that seeks to legitimize gender-based violence. 
One example of this might be the passing of Spanish Organic Law 1/2004, of 28 December 2004, on comprehensive 
protection measures against gender-based violence.  This was a landmark in Europe in the struggle against terrorism 
by males against women, hailed as a law of laws by Women’s Associations.  However, it has met with attacks from 
many sides, as this law has had more challenges to its constitutionality brought against it than all the other laws passed 
since the restoration of democracy in Spain put together, according to the Themis Association of Women Jurists.
Implementation of the laws has undoubtedly improved the landscape with regard to violence against women.  This 
includes the way women are treated legally, together with the creation of special courts to deal with such violence, 
funding and training for police and security forces, co-ordination between institutions, training for professionals 
working in the field, raising the profile of violence, and a greater awareness of what it is, with facilities being 
established and the foundation laid for more acceptable handling of the question.  All the same, it is clear that all that 
has been done is being put at risk once more because of the lack of resources and funding, and cut-backs affecting 
public policies for equality and the prevention of violence.
There is obviously much still to be done, particularly in the field of education and in the evolution of society 
towards more egalitarian attitudes.  It is essential to start up debates and employ active resistance against elements 
that impede real equality, such as prostitution, the trade in human beings, female genital mutilation, the shifting of the 
burdens of poverty onto women, structural inequalities and labour law changes in first-world countries that always 
profoundly harm the groups which are already the most vulnerable.
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